
The history of Jetair
1971-2007 : 36 years of expertise

The history of Jetair goes back to half a century ago, 
when tourism pionneer Gerard Brackx started his first 
tourism activities, under the name of Royal Tours. 
In 1971, he founded Jetair, a touroperator specialised 
in flying holidays to Spain. Few years later, he opened 
the Belroy Palace Hotel, one of the favorites amongst 
Belgians travelling to Benidorm, Costa Blanca.

In the 80s, Jetair grew to become an all round flight 
holidays tour operator, offering the whole range of Medi-
terranean and North African holiday destinations, as well 
as faraway continents.

In 1994, Jetair - in the mean time Belgium’s largest 
tour operator brand for flight holidays - introduced the 
Caribbean as a charter destination from Brussels, thus 
once again opening doors for holidaytakers, eager to 
discover new horizons.

TUI became a partner of Jetair in 1996. In the same 
year Jetair enlarged its holidays portfolio, introducing 
Jetair overland holidays, soon followed by travel to the 
UK (Seagull) and citytrips, becoming official partner of 
Disneyland® Resort Paris and the integration of the 
VTB cultural tours.

In 2001, Gerard Brackx retired and announced the 
full shareholdership of TUI. His legacy lives on today, 
through his son Bart Brackx - CEO of Jetair and TUI 
Belgium - and through hundreds of staff members 
who learned their job within Jetair.

Looking back in history can be flattering. But what 
counts, is today’s business and the challenges that lay 
ahead. Jetair feels confident. We have the drive, the 
means and the capability for further development and 
a firm answer to the challenges.

Internet holds no secrets for Jetair. In fact we were 
the first large Belgian tour operator to offer its holidays 
on-line. The fast changing airline structures are also a 
discovered area. Decades ago Jetair already offered seat 
only, thus acting as a low cost operator avant la lettre. 
Since 2003, Jetair has actively been marketing this travel 
segment (Jetairfly.com). And with the creation of the 
airline Jetairfly, in 2004, the vertically integrated model 
was a fact, also in Belgium.

Latest addition to the Jetair-portfolio was the 
creation of the Splash travel brand for budget holidays.

1956 First tourism activities by Gerard Brackx

1958 Foundation of Royal Tours, the ‘mother’ of Jetair

1969 First flight holidays

1971 Foundation of Jetair

1974 Opening of the Belroy Palace Hotel in Benidorm

1985 Creation of Sunjets

1988 First brochure Jetair World

1990 Creation of VIP Selection

1994 Jetair has become Belgium’s nr 1 for flight holidays

1995 Inauguration of the JetCenter (Jetair head office)

1996 Partnership with TUI

1996 Creation of Jetair Auto (overland holidays)

1997 UK specialist Seagull joins Jetair

1999 First offer of Jetair Citytrips

2000 Jetair appointed official partner Disneyland® Paris

2001 VTB joins Jetair

2001 Jetair founder Gerard Brackx retires

2001 TUI becomes 100% shareholder of Jetair

2003 Creation of Jet Only (today : Jetairfly.com)

2004 Creation of TUI Airlines Belgium (today : Jetairfly)

2006 Creation of Splash travel

2007 TUI Travel PLC (merger TUI AG tourism & First Choice travel)

Jetair and TUI have been rewarded at several occasions by travel 
agents, magazines, official instances, embassies and hotel chains.
The TM Travel Awards are the Belgian tourism Oscars, granted by 
the Belgian travel industry. Jetair cumulated such awards in various 
categories, including best flight holidays, citytrips, travel website, 
call center, innovation, brochures,...


